
CITY OF OVID        Approved on 1/13/2020 
PUBLIC HEARING & REGULAR MEETING 
DECEMBER 9, 2019 
 
Mayor Lasher opened the Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m. and led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Mr. Zwick, Ms. Perrien, Mr. Lasher, Mr. Williams, Miss Hibbard and Mr. Ordiway 
ABSENT:  Mr. Brown 
EX OFFICIOS: Al Goodrich—Chief of Police, Don Passmore – DPW Superintendent, Liza Kusnier- Treasurer and Josefina Medina – 
Clerk  
VISITORS: Mark Holley, and Lyle Perrien II. 
 
Mayor Lasher opened the Public Hearing regarding the proposed 2020 Budget that was put out for public review.   
 
Mr. Zwick explained that there was only one change and that was to move $500 from General Fund reserves to balance the 
budget.  Because we ended up with a negative variance of $477 that leaves us with a positive variance of $23 which is what we 
had before the change. 
 
Mr. Lasher asked again if there were any questions.  No questions were asked. 
 
Mayor Lasher closed the public hearing at 7:04 pm. 
 
Mayor Lasher opened the regular meeting at 7:04 p.m. 
 
AGENDA:  A motion was made by Ms. Perrien, second by Mr. Ordiway to add under Old business the resignation of Don 
Passmore and the update on Tri-Ami information.   
      MOTION CARRIED 
MINUTES:  A motion was made by Mr. Perrien, second by Mr. Ordiway to approve minutes of the Regular meeting held on 
November 11th, 2019 as printed and the Special meeting held on November 21, 2019 with adding the word (be) in paragraph 
5 as discussed.   
     MOTION CARRIED 
CHECK REGISTRY:  A motion was made by Mr. Zwick, second by Ms. Perrien to accept the check registry for the period of 
October 9th, thru November 6, 2019 as printed. 
     MOTION CARRIED 
TREASURER:  Mrs. Kusnier requested permission to waive the shut off process for the bills due December due to the way the 
dates fall.  We will be closed for the holidays and she will be gone on maternity leave soon and with the change of the DPW 
staffing.  It would be a lot easier for the front office.   
 
Discussion was held. A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Ms. Perrien to waive the shut off Notice & shut off 
process for the bills due December 20, 2019.    
     MOTION CARRIED 
POLICE:  Chief Goodrich reported that he attended all the required meeting.  Sgt. Hogle and Officers; Longoria, Watson, 
Patterson and Santa Al did the shop with a cop last Wednesday night.  it is sponsored by Walmart.  We also did the fill the Cop 
Car this past Saturday we filled one of the cruisers and the other was ¾ of the way filled.  We also collected over $200.   
Ms. Perrien asked where does the food go.  Chief replied that it goes to Clinton County to a place called Basic Needs Center in 
downtown St. Johns.   
 
DPW:  Mr. Passmore reported that all is going well and that the Christmas lights are up we are still working on the leaf pick up.  
The mixer has been installed and is working.  The Representative from EGLE (MDEQ) came in and met with all of us.  He went 
over the changes to the rules & requirements for the Lead & Copper project.  We know of 14 to 16 services that may have lead 
goose necks.  We have found throughout the system is copper goose necks.  The assessment that has to be done we have until 
2025. 
 
The pre assessment which He sat with Rich and we went over what we know about the system and made it out and it will be 
signed and sent out by the 20th of December.  The Lead & Copper sampling plan will be done will be sent out as well.  We added 
three other ones on there that we had questions on.  Those are the ones that have apartments above the businesses because 
those go under a different category.  The businesses don’t fall under the rules of the lead-copper rules because they are not 
residentials.  We will be meeting tomorrow with Mr. Bartow to catch Rich up on the SAW Grant so he will understand what is 



going on.  Fleis & Vandenbrink have been out doing the assessments on the lift stations and the lagoons.  As far as doing the 
assessments on the manholes he has already spoken with Mr. Bartow and they will be doing the assessments on the manholes 
in the spring.  As for FOCO they will be here in the spring to do the cleaning.  We are doing the last discharge for the year.  They 
are filling the pot holes.   
 
Ms. Perrien, when you switched from the City of Ovid doing the inspection to them doing it, how does that affect our money.  
Mr. Passmore replied that it would be less money that we will be reimbursed from the grant.   
 
She thought that it is part of the force account that we are responsible for.  Mr. Passmore replied that we will ask Mr. Bartow 
that question when we meet.   
 
Mr. Williams asked that Mr. Passmore will let Rich or the Mayor know everything that needs to be done and where you are at 
for what needs to be done.  Mr. Passmore replied that he has already given Mayor Lasher a list of all the activities that are 
coming up.  It will list the required sampling and reports that have to be done.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Ordiway, second by Mr. Williams to accept the Treasurer, Police and DPW reports as presented. 
     MOTION CARRIED 
NEW BUSINESS:   

1. Mayor Lasher informed the Council that under the City budget there are 7 different budgets. 
Each one has to be approved separately.  The following motions were given:   

a). A motion was made by Mr. Zwick, second by Mr. Williams to adopt the 2020 General  
Fund budget as presented. 
`     MOTION CARRIED 

b). A motion was made by Miss Hibbard, second by Ms. Perrien to adopt the 2020 Major 
Street Fund budget as presented. 

    MOTION CARRIED 
c). A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Zwick to adopt the 2020 Local  

Street Fund budget as presented. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
d). A motion was made by Miss Hibbard, second by Ms. Perrien to adopt the 2020 Sewer  

Fund budget as presented. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
e). A motion was made by Mr. Ordiway, second by Ms. Perrien to adopt the 2020 Water  

Fund budget as presented. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
f). A motion was made by Mr. Zwick, second by Miss Hibbard to adopt the 2020 Park &  

Recreation (208) Fund budget as presented. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
g). A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Miss. Hibbard to adopt the 2020  

Emergency Service Fund budget as presented. 
    MOTION CARRIED 

2. Discussion was held on the 2020 proposed salary schedule and the DPW Licenses Schedule.  A  
motion was made by Mr. Zwick, second by Mr. Ordiway to approve the 2020 Wage Salary schedule and the 2020 DPW 
Licenses schedule as presented. 

    MOTION CARRIED 
 

3. Mayor Lasher informed the Council that we had to as part of the MDOT Grant that we needed  
to do a resolution that authorizes certain persons to sign documents on behalf of the City.  Mayor Lasher read resolution 
#2019-13 titled; Category B Road Grant Contract.  A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Ordiway to adopt 
resolution 2019-13 as read.  Roll call was taken as follows:  YEAS:  Ms. Perrien, Miss Hibbard, Mr. Ordiway, Mr. Williams, Mr. 
Zwick and Mr. Lasher.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Mr. Brown. 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
The resolution will be published in its entirety in the Weekly. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Mayor Lasher asked if anyone had questions on the issue of converting the Accounts Payables,  



General Ledger and Payroll programs from Pontem to BS&A applications.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. 
Zwick, second by Mr. Williams to accept the proposal from BS&A in the amount of $21,080 and to authorize the Mayor to 
sign all document for the conversion. 

MOTION CARRIED 
2. Discussion was held on the purchases of the new computers for January 2020.  A motion was  

made by Mr. Zwick, second by Miss Hibbard to accept the bid from New Look for the purchase of the computers for office 
and police departments.  

MOTION CARRIED 
3. Discussion was held on purchase of the new Backhoe for January 2020.  A motion was made by  

Mr. Ordiway, second by Ms. Perrien accept the bid from AIS for the purchase of the Backhoe in January in the amount of 
$78,007.85 this includes the trade in & MiDeal discount.  

MOTION CARRIED 
4. Mayor Lasher stated that in last meeting it was explained that this contract was something that  

the City needed to have in place in order for Mr. Holley to do the reappraisal of the entire city.  Discussion was held.  A motion 
was made by Miss Hibbard, second by Mr. Zwick to accept the Contract from Complete Appraisal and to authorize the Mayor 
to sign the contract. 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

5. A motion was made by Mr. Ordiway, second by Miss Hibbard to accept the resignation of Mr. Donald Passmore 
with regret. 

MOTION CARRIED 
6. Mayor Lasher stated that at the special meeting that was held on December 3, 2019 council had  

asked that he look into the issue if a municipality would be able to purchase a liquor license.  The response from the City’s 
Attorney was that there is no law that says that a municipality could not.  He also, informed the council that in researching the 
license it showed that Mr. Smith does not own the license that Mr. Greenhoe is the current owner.    
 
Mr. Ordiway reported that in his research he found that we first would have to have an environmental company to come in and 
see if the building has any asbestos and any contamination in the ground.  it would cost to demolish the entire building around 
$40,000 and to demolish just the old area (kitchen/dinning) area and fill in the hole it would be about &f17,500.  If we were to 
demolish the old area and put on a new pitch roof it would cost roughly about $150,000 then with the inside to redo it would 
be well over $250,000.  After much discussion it was decided to leave the motion as is that the City declines the offer of Mr. 
Smith’s donation.   
 
FINANCE:   

1. At the on December 3rd, Special Meeting it was decided to give an increase the longevity bonuses for Rich and Cody  
for the month of December for their training activities.  but there was no official motion.  Discussion was held.  A motion was 
made by Miss Hibbard, second by Mr. Williams to authorize the Clerk & Mayor to calculate the increase for the longevity 
bonus for Rich & Cody for the difference of next years, wage to the current wage for the month of December as discussed at 
the December 3rd, Special Meeting.   
     MOTION CARRIED 

2. The Clerk presented to the Council the final 2019 budget.  
 
Mayor Lasher requested that we add to the list an item to increase the lines that pertain to wages in the amount of 6,500.  The 
clerk will apply the $6500 in the appropriate expense lines as follows:  wage, FICA & Medicare lines in order to pay everyone by 
the end of the year.  This will come from the Sewer Reserves.  A motion was made by Ms. Perrien, second by Miss Hibbard to 
approve the December 9th, Budget Amendments as amended. 
     MOTION CARRIED 
 
PARK & REC. & HALLS & GROUNDS:  Ms. Perrien reported that the are still working on the bathroom project.  She also reported 
that they had a committee meeting regarding the time capsule and they would like to have a closing of the capsule on 
December 30, 2019 at 6 pm at City Hall Garage.     
 
What the committee decided to do because there was not a lot of interest from the public.  The Historical Society has already 
been scanning the documents that were in the original capsule and will be putting back into the capsule anything that was 
salvageable.  Holly will be working on what she would like to put in that pertained to the 150th, celebration from the city.   We 
thought it might be a good idea to have all the businesses & churches to put something in that might display their logo’s or 
name that were here in 2019.  Then we will decide what we are going to do with that.   



 
Mayor Lasher offered a blanket chest to use as a receptacle.  It is almost the Same size as the capsule.  It wouldn’t be the 
original one but it could be used for to store the items brought in until we decide when the next step is.  We also talked of 
possibly not burying it and maybe placing it into a bench.  It would be above ground and we would have to worry about water 
damage.   
 
CARRIAGE DAYS:  Miss Hibbard reported that they met last week to go over the plans for the Christmas party.  There also will 
be a light parade and we are looking at changes to the By Laws.   
 
OMESA:  Mr. Williams reported that they conducted business as usual.   
 
PLANNING COMMISSION:  Ms. Perrien reported that they finally had a quorum and all the new members got sworn in.  Voted 
on the zoning map with the changes that they made on it.   
 
Ms. Perrien stated that next year we will get into working on the Master Plan for the city and they will be meeting on the first 
Monday of the month.   
 
CAASA:  Ms. Perrien brought Mayor Lasher up on the last meeting that she attended on behalf of Mr. Browns absence.  They 
talked of increasing the per capita.  There were three entities that had questions and they decided that they would go back to 
the beginning and prove that they needed more money.   
They were looking at $6 per capita.   
 
Mayor Lasher spoke of his concerns.       
 
Mr. Zwick explained to Mayor Lasher that Lynn Weber came in and gave a presentation on how they CAASA function.  He spoke 
of the charges that they make for ambulance runs in what they are reimbursed for Medicare & Medicaid that covers their 
salaries.  What we put in covers their improvements, ambulance replacement and it also showed the age of the units and 
equipment.  At this point there is about 24 thousand people covered in Clinton area at $3 per capita they are getting about $75 
thousand a year.  That won’t cover their needs in the future.  They initially, wanted to ask for $9 which is too much.  At $6 that 
would give them $150 thousand a year.  Mr. Palen has offered a tier system and has gotten nowhere with that.  They have 
about $300 thousand set away. 
 
Now we need to know what we are going to want to do because our millage is coming up next year.  The renewal of our 
Emergency Service millage which stands right now at 2.25.   
 
Mayor Lasher informed the Council if we are going to want to do a proposal in August primary in 2020 for renewal of the 
millage rate for the EMS.  We will have to have the proposal language turned into the Clinton County Clerk’s office by April in 
order for it to be on the ballot.  there is another date for in June if we want to do it in November.  So, we should get that 
information back to CAASA.   
 
Ms. Perrien asked for the council to explain why CAASA & OMES get the fees that they get.   
 
Mayor Lasher explained how they came to the figures that they get per year. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Mayor Lasher closed the regular meeting at 8:30 pm 
 
Josefina Medina, Clerk 
City of Ovid 
 
 


